Breath, the Body, Silence & th,e Hlstory of Sound Art j
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¥ Pl e asou‘nds free of men‘lery and taste... sounds free of fixed relatlons
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“Wer vﬁer' ‘qpmrposersiwho were: gettlng rid-ef glue._ That is: where people had felt

'the éec 1ty' to ‘st;c,k'\sounds togethe to make a continuity, we felt the opposite

- ,,. Lov ecess'i}y‘to get rid of ‘the glue so that sounds would be themselves.”
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Sl ra N “Gq,on’hstemng, for eavesdropping is the only way to write.”
—g i A boa -John Ashbe
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A scream, a whisper, a m lir'ef wdrds [s11ence]\ :b,r h, from an’o 1ed mouth, as sounds arise from stillness

into the substance of sensation, language on its"way to- shaplng itself into for before dispersing again into....a scream, a
whisper, a murmur of wounds... [Sﬂence] .Y breath frot\qn'op.eﬂe mouth: Wlth such varied sounds in mind, in this
Venture Studies course, we will, ‘be Ioﬂcmg at;hstenmg to.tHe) and noisy hlstory ‘of sound art, an area of long-neglected
study that stretches from the begmnrngs of the" 20th c‘entury to the present. Our focus will be upon
the Varletles of ways in whieh drtists and mus'ic'lans Jhave used and a sed sound 1n order to
expand the dimensions of poetry, (tﬁeater and. mus‘;c A'majdr-component f the’ course will be a
sustained examination of the work. Of the Ameficanjartist John Cage, culmingting in a’"John Cage
Festival" which will run &om Man:h 26- 31 Th}s/ feﬁlval will celebrate an comfnemora#e the
enormous significance of, the 1nterd‘1scmlmarybody of work that Cage crea rdurﬁg,h‘ls life
(1912-1992). As a compo‘ser., writer a Vlsua"l\artrsf Cage brllllantly and controyersially blurred
all creative boundaries W‘uh.hls ﬁork vihﬂe 1nﬂuen€1-n.g,se'\feral- ger;eratlo‘ns of - artl ts that were to
follow him. The great Dut‘h sound artlst Jaap Blon.k W'IH be a rr;ajor part of this
will perform on Tuesday eve,nmg, March 27 w1th a- swnd/art workshop" for Students the
afternoon of Blonk's per’formaﬂoe <http /7WWW 7aapblonk .com?>. ’
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Required Text (Avarlahle a-t fhe»UNF*b%:),kstore) In or.der foruus to all be “on the $ame pdge” in our discussions, please
buy the exact editions ofthe.lﬁ)oks sted below with'the same TSBN listed below.
1. Sound Art"BeyOn Muszc, Betyveen. Catagprzes (Book & CD); ISBN: 0847829693
2. Silence: L-ecfuras qnd Wrztmgs ISBN-IO 9780819571762
3. Performance Artt F(afn Futdrzsm to the Present by Roselee Goldberg, ISBN-10: 0500204047
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1. Midterm BrOJec’t 36% d Iy, «. _*:.‘\-_'
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3. Final Proje Tn 4’0%‘ [ N :
4. In-Class Pres rrtat;c?ﬂ? ,Class Paﬁlc ﬁon in Dlscuss1on Quizzes, Workbook, Recitation = 30%
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